December 5, 2011
Maestra Vander Jag’ts Message

(mensaje de Maestra Vander Jagt)
Notes: 
· We are planning on having our classroom Christmas celebration on Wednesday, December 21.  Stay tuned for more details – I may be asking for volunteers to help out that day.  
What did we do this week?




Vocabulary

Read Aloud: Soy una hoja
hoja – leaf
agua – water 

sol – sun 

árbol – tree 

oruga – catapillar 

araña – spider 

1st Grade Shared Reading: La sombrilla
sombrilla – umbrella 
selva – forest 

caerse – to fall 

higo – fig 

gotas – drops (of water)

various jungle animals

Reading: Soy una hoja (I am a leaf) by Jean Marzollo.  This Level 1 reader shows how important a leaf is to a tree and highlights it’s most important job: to make food for the tree.  I love the first person point of view as the leaf goes through the seasons.   





First Grade: La sombrilla (The Umbrella) by Jan Brett.  This jungle version of The Mitten takes place in Costa Rica.  Various jungle animals climb into an umbrella left on the forest floor of a little boy who is up in a tree trying to spot animals.  Great illustrations and the kids loved the story. 











Writing


We spent this week “fixing up and fancying up” our writing (revising and editing) so they would be ready to share with the class and with parents during our Writing Celebration on Friday.  All of the students worked hard on their writing and it was neat to give them an opportunity to share it publicly.  Thanks to everyone who came to the class to listen.  ( 





Math


K – Focused on making patterns: ABAB, ABBABB.  Kids would be asked to continue the pattern of shapes or objects or colors.  


1st – learned how to eliminate unnecessary information in story problems and focus on the question being asked, used a number line to help use count on when adding, began memorizing double addition facts and using that as a strategy for adding different numbers.








Language Arts


K – Letter T; word wall: tu, tú


1st –word wall words: era, tan, así, no, ni, cada, como, quién, nadie, mosquito 





Science:We’ve been continuing our unit on the five senses.  We discussed this week how we hear, the sense of touch and the different textures objects may have, and for sense of smell kids had to smell different jars, predict what was inside, and say if they thought it was a good or bad smell. What an amazing gift God has given us through our senses!  








