[image: image1.jpg]



Dear Parents and Guardians,

During the month of January, we are focusing our attention on what it means to have faith.  We have talked about what having faith means; and we have read about characters of the Bible who had great faith.  It is my hope and prayer that your child’s faith in God will grow throughout this school year.  

Math: We will continue to review telling time and elapsed time.  Students will be given a brief problem each day to continue this study.  Along with this, we will begin a study of data analysis by first taking a look at pictographs.  Students will learn to read and create their own pictographs.

Language Arts: Discussion about the story “Meg Mackintosh and the Case of the Curious Whale Watch” will take place this week.  Students will learn the importance of noting details when trying to solve a mystery.  We will reflect on the fact that God has blessed us with intelligence that helps us to figure out conclusions based on the informative details we know.  We will focus on using adjectives in our writing.

Bible: The students will find out how David dealt with being chased by Saul.  They will see David extend grace toward Saul instead of killing him.  We will discuss David’s strong faith that God would take care of his situation and offer him protection.
Social Studies: Students will learn about some important materials found in Michigan.  They will see how the materials were a blessing for the people who lived here.



Kindness Journals: In thanks to God and with respect for others, I will be challenging students during the next couple of months to think about sharing acts of kindness.  While many students already participate in daily acts of kindness, I believe this will make them even more intentional in their efforts to promote care toward others.  Students will record their kindness thoughts on a regular basis with a time of reflection to follow.  

Schedule Reminder: There will be no school next Monday, January 16 in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  We will discuss the importance of this day in class on Friday as students learn more about the life lived by Martin Luther King Jr.

Thank you,
Miss Lisa Sjaarda

Fourth Grade Teacher
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Fourth Grade Newsletter


Miss Sjaarda’s Class – January 9, 2012





During the month of January we are focused on growing in Faith!








What will students learn about this week?





Are there any important announcements?








