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Dear Parents and Guardians,

We are off to a great start!  During our first school days together, we have spent much time with various classroom assignments and activities getting acquainted and learning about what to expect this year.  This week, students will continue to be introduced to some of the books they will use.  Already, they have learned about plant and animal cells in Science, geometric shapes in Math, and reading strategies in Language Arts.  Mark your calendar for our MCS Open House next Thursday, September 22 and come find out more.  We are doing well!

The following are a few more helpful notes for which to be aware:

Thank you: I appreciate the time you took to fill out the information sheets about your child!  This is very helpful to me.  Also, thank you for reviewing our classroom and homework expectations with your child during the first few days of school.  Your support is certainly appreciated!
Volunteers: Thank you to those who expressed an interest in volunteering in the classroom this year.  I will be in touch with you mainly through the classroom newsletter and/or special notes about various opportunities to help out as needs arise throughout the year. 

Birthday Treats: Special treats are allowed for student birthdays.  Please let me know in advance if you plan to send in a birthday treat with your child on his or her birthday so I can plan that into our schedule.  If your child has a summer birthday and would like to celebrate with the class, a treat can be brought on either the half birthday or toward the end of the school year. 

Spelling: Tests in Spelling will be given on Thursday this year.  There is no pretest prior to this testing day.  Words will be handed out at the end of each week for the following week.  Students were given the first spelling list last week Friday.

Homework Note: I have let the students know that homework is to be turned in the day it is due.  In general, homework is marked down about 5% for each day it is late.  However, if you find that your family has a very busy evening and your child will be up late doing homework as a result, feel free to write a note to let me know about the circumstance.  While homework completed in a timely fashion is important, it is also important for your child to get a good night of sleep.  If a note is given, I will still request the homework, but will accept it late without penalty.

E-Newsletters: Check out the note being sent home today about the possibility of receiving our class newsletters via e-mail.  This may be a very convenient option for your family. 

Fundraiser: Students were given information about selling sub sandwiches and cookie dough.  Funds raised will be distributed by MCS PPO for field trips and special projects within our school.  Orders, along with payments, are due back on September 20.  Your support with this sale is certainly appreciated by both staff and students.  
Looking forward to another great week!
Miss Lisa Sjaarda

Fourth Grade Teacher
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Fourth Grade Newsletter


Miss Sjaarda’s Class – September 12, 2011





During the month of September we are focused on growing in joy!














