December 19, 2011
Maestra Vander Jag’ts Message

(mensaje de Maestra Vander Jagt)
Notes: 
· Christmas celebration - Wednesday, December 21, 1:00-3:00.  We are still planning on going out for recess at 1:45.  Sonya Doty and Rebecca Sytsema have coordinated for volunteers to bring some snacks and all of that is arranged.  We will be making a craft, decorating a sugar cookie, and playing some games.  You are more than welcome to join in the festivities.   
· Caroling at Christian Care – we will be participating along with the K-3 classes caroling on the morning of December 21.  We have enough drivers.  Thank-you for volunteering.  Please remember to send a booster seat with your child if they need to ride in one. I still need a couple more permission slips signed.  If you need to still sign, I’ve attached one to this newsletter.  Thank-you! 

· Las Posadas – Translated literally, this means “the inns.”  In many Latin American countries, people reenact how Joseph and Mary looked for lodging in Bethlehem.  Typically each family in a neighborhood would schedule a night for the Posada to be held at their home, starting on the 16th of December and finishing on the 24th on Noche Buena (Holy Night or Christmas Eve).  Each night they carry candles and statues of Mary and Joseph and ask for lodging in three different houses, but only the third will allow them in.  They say a prayer and sing songs and have a party with food and a piñata for the kids. 
· On Tuesday a couple classrooms in the elementary are going to act out the posadas by going from classroom to classroom and singing songs.  We’ll have a little snack of cookies and juice with the other classes.  Also, when return to the classroom we’ll be breaking a piñata.  The Bosmas have graciously decided to share the piñata we made for the MCS Auction basket.  

· Book It – Remember to keep filling in your calendar for reading at home in December!  I’ll collect the calendars after break. 
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What did we do this week?





In the last two weeks, we’ve been practicing this Christmas song.  I know it’s been stuck in my head every day, so I thought I’d pass along the lyrics to “Navidad” in case your kids were singing it at home. 

Veintcinco de diciembre, Navidad

Veinticinco de diciembre, Navidad

En que nació Jesús

Radiando luz, radiando luz
De María era hijo, 

En un establo ha nacido

Navidad 
Reading: Feliz Navidad: Two Stories Celebrating Christmas by José Feliciano and illustrated by David Diaz.  We discussed how José Feliciano wrote the lyrics to this famous song and he is from Puerto Rico.  Singing songs, visiting family and friends, and enjoying good food during Christmas are things that both American and Puerto Rican culture have in common.  





Un día de nieve (The Snowy Day) by Ezra Zach Keats.  I love the details of this book, describing how a small boy experiences the joys of a big snow. 











Writing


We’ve been writing true stories from our lives during Writing Workshop.  This week we’ve focused on stretching a small moment (one event) over several pages. 





Math


K – Focused on identifying and comparing patterns; main vocabulary: igual (same) and diferente (different). 


1st – Strengthened our subtraction skills by learning how to use a number line to count backwards to subtract and using easy double facts to help us subtract quickly. 








Language Arts


K – Letter D; word wall: de


1st –word wall words: review; syllables that begin with the letter b. 





Navidad:  Navidad means “Christmas” in Spanish.  We’ve been enjoying how other cultures celebrate Jesus’ birth.  We are making a “La Navidad alrededor del mundo” book (Christmas around the world).  Look for this book coming home later this week and talk with your child about what we learned.  ( 








